FORGERIES OF HAITI’S LIBERTY HEAD ISSUES

Genuine Plate 1.

Introduction: The term forgery, as used, includes postal forgeries, fakes, facsimiles and philatelic forgeries. Haiti’s
first stamps were issued 1881. In 1885 postal forgeries appeared and continued to be used until as late as 1891. Within a
few years forgeries were created for collectors. An illustration block used in 1895 by Jean-Baptiste Moens of Belgium
in one of his publications was used to make facsimiles. Forgeries attributed to Alfred Baguet of Paris were in circula-
tion by 1908. Francois Fournier’s /914 Price List of Fac-similes included both the imperforate and perforated Liberty
Head issues. Angelo Panelli in San Remo, Italy is known to have produced his forgeries in the 1920’s - 30’s.

Only one plate, hereafter, referred to as Plate 1, was used for all values of the genuine imperforate series of 1881 (see
above). Removable numeral slugs were used to print different values. The perforated stamps of 1882 were printed from
two plates, Plates 2 and 3 respectively. There were two Plate 2 printings of each value except the 20c which had only
‘one printing. Plate 3 was used only to print the 2¢, 5c, and 20c values. What are referred to as “Re-engraved” plates
were used to print the Ic, 2¢, and 5c Liberty Head stamps of 1886-87. These first issues, both imperforate and perfo-
rated, were typographed on white paper which first had a lithographic tint applied. This tint and the shades vary even
for those values noted which had only one printing. This is due to different batches of ink being used. There was only
one printing with Plate 3 and the Re-engraved plates. Both exhibit considerably less variation in shade than earlier
issues. All stamps can be plated which is a conclusive method of identification.

The number of different types of Liberty Head forgeries is quite limited and they are not numerous. Many are worth
considerably more than their genuine counterparts. Once aware of their distinguishing characteristics, identification is
not difficult.

Aim: to comprehensively exhibit forgeries of Haiti’s Liberty Head issues and point out their identifying features.

Outline:

1. Postal Forgeries

IT Philatelic Forgeries
A. Fakes
B. Moens
C. Panelli
D. Mekeel’s
E. Baguet
F. Fournier
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Part 1. Postal Forgeries (made to defraud the government of postal revenue).

20/JUIL./86 20/JUIL./86 Genuine Genuine
Perf 16 Plate 2, printing 1. Re-engraved.

Perf 14 has not been reported for the Ic value.

Genuine.

Distinguishing characteristics:
1. The left scroll at the bottom left ends vertically, whereas on the genuine it curves around to the left (see illustration).
2. Originally perforated 16 and latter 14 to better resemble the genuine which was perforated 13 1/2.

3. Lithographed on white paper, whereas genuine stamps were typographed on white paper which was first tinted by
lithography.
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The only postal forgery multiples known, larger than a pair, are of
the 2c perf 14. Only six multiples larger than a pair are known.




Postal Forgeries (cont.)

Perf 14.

The postal forgeries were likely commissioned by a wealthy businssman and philatelist, George Reine in Cap Haitien
for use on his extensive business correspondence, especially with the le Havre branch office. George Reine was respon-
sible for financing the printing of the Watermarked 1898 issue. Most covers bearing the 1c, 3¢, 7¢, and 20¢ “specula-
tive” values of this series are addressed to Reine family members. Few people in Cap Haitien at the time had an inter-
est in philately. Three Reine brothers, who were nephews of George Reine in Cap Haitien, were all stamp collectors
— Maurice, George, and Gontran. The one named after his uncle, George Reine, operated a stamp business in Paris for
most of his life until he died in the late 1960’s. The younger George Reine was especially known for his offerings of
Haiti. His collection, which included many unique items of the period, suggests that he had “special connections or
contacts.”
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Genuine Genuine
Plate 2, printing 1. Plate 3.

14/MARS/90 Genuine Genuine
Perf 16 Plate 2, printing 1. Plate 2, printing 2.

Perf 16. All values are known unused and used. Not all, however, are known with both types of perforations.
Fewer than ten examples of the 3c are known.



Postal Forgeries (cont,)

Genuine Genuine Genuine
Plate 2, printing 1. Plate 2, printing 2.  Plate 3.

19/JUIN/86 7/JANV./87

12/JANV./87 11/FEVR./87 6/MAL/S7 26/MAL/87

Readable dates document years of usage. Cancels other than Cap Haitien are uncommon.

Cap-Haitien JUIN/86
Very rare multiple.

SNSRI

Otto Schutt Port-au-Prince 5/JUIL./87
Forwarding Agent.

Perf 4.
Perf 16 has not been reported for the 5c value.



Postal Forgeries (cont)

Genuine Genuine
Plate 2, printing [.  Plate 2, printing 2.

19/JUIN/86 31/JANV./87 10/0CT./89
Perf 14.

New York UBER COLN

Incoming Foreign Mail Transit Cancel

Cancel #12. Scarce on genuine. Enlarged 150%.
Very rare on a postal forgery.

2/7/88 28/2/88 28/JANV./88 16/7/89 10/0CT./89
Perf 16.



Postal Forgeries (cont,)
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Genuine Genuine Genuine
Plate 2. Plate 3. Plate 3.
' Difference of shade

due to the use of a too
light “make-ready.”

Earliest known usage

of a postal forgery.
French maritime cancel

20/MAL/88

Perf 16.

New York Incoming
Foreign Mail Cancel.

The existence of the 20c perf 14 is in doubt. |

dated 24/OCT./85.

2/0CT./89

French paquebot
cancel.

Postal forgeries with trimmed perforations to resemble
the more valuable imperforate stamps.



Part II. Philatelic Forgeries

A. Fakes (genuine stamps altered with the intent to deceive)

Plate 2, 3, and Re-engraved stamps with trimmed perforations. This was frequently done because of the greater value

of the imperforate stamps. Such fakes can be detected by differences in shade and plate abnormalities.

Plate 2, printing 1.

Plate 2, printing 2.

Plate 2, printing 2.
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Plate 2, printing 2. Plate 2, printing 2. Plate 2, printing 2. Plate 2.

Re-engraved. Re-engraved.

CENTENAIRE DU
TIMBRE HAITIEN
1881-1981

GDEO i 05

POSTES

.......................................

Enlarged 250%.

Plate 3.

Perf15 1/2.

Perf13 1/2.

Normally perforated 13 1/2.
Re-perforated 15 1/2.

Trimmed from a stamp issued in 1984 commemorating
the centenary of Haiti's first stamps issued in 1881.



B. Moens Forgery

Distinguishing constant characteristic of all values is a white intrusion below “U” and “B” of “REPUBLIQUE.”
There are other characteristics which appear on some but not all specimens which readily identify this type of forgery

(i.e., line at top of value tablet).

Genuine Perf 11 1/2.

Plate 1.
Narrow numeral “1.” Wide numeral “1.”
Without blotch of color on neck. With blotch of color on neck.
With line at top of value tablet. Without line at top of value tablet.
Without blotch of color on cannon balls at right. With blotch of color on cannon balls at right.
Without blotch of color under “TI” of “HAITL.” Without blotch of color under “TI” of “HAITI.

Imperforate examples are all cut close, likely made from perforated examples.
Cancellations quite unlike any known used in Haiti.

Perf11 1/2. Perf11 1/2. Genuine Genuine

Plate 1. Perf131/2
With blotch of color on neck. Plate 2, printing 1.

Without line at top of value tablet.
With blotch of color on pile of cannon balls at right.
With blotch of color under “T1” of “HAITL.”

Without blotch of color on neck. With blotch of color on neck. Genuine
With line at top of value tablet. With line at top of value tablet. Plate 1.
Without blotch of color on pile With blotch of color on pile of cannon balls at right.

of cannon balls at right.




C. Panelli Forgery

Genuine Forgery Genuine
Perf13 1/2 Perf11 1/2. Perf13 1/2
Plate 2. Plate 3.

Distiguishing Characteristics:

1. Flag at right touches right frame.

2. Perf 11 1/2.

D. Mekeel’s Forgery

Forgery. Genuine Forgery.
Plate 1.
Distiguishing Characteristics:

1. Bottom serifs on numeral “1.”
2. Badly damaged SW and SE corners.

Believed to have been printed from a single cliche as no multiples are known
and because of the large margins on single stamps. Coarse and heavily inked.



E. Baguet Forgeries

Erroneously misidentified by Farstrom, Sellers and Purves as a second type of Liberty Head Fournier forgery.
Earliest reference is 1908. More closely resembles the genuine than the Fournier product.

Distinguishing characteristics:

1. Bottom or base of the value tablet of the value tablet exhibits duplication on both sides of center with a
marked curve in left half.

2. “Q” of “REPUBLIQUE’ touches the frame line above, as well as at bottom.

3. Break in the thin outer circle line under the “L” of “REPUBLIQUE.”

4. Break in the thin horizontal line under the left of the “T” of the right “CENT.”

4. Shorter lines of shading in the neck of the effigy.

5. Oblique colored flaw in the middle of the left scroll.

6. Port-au-Prince cancels dated 7/SEPT/81.

Genuine Genuine Genuine Genuine Genuine Genuine
Plate 1. Plate 1. Plate 1. Plate 1. Plate 1. Plate 1.

Forgeries with cancellations other than the Port-au-Prince double circle cancel dated 7/SEPT./81 were
applied by someone other than Baguet. Other cancels seen are indistinct.

Forgery Forgery Forgery Forgery Forgery
Perf15 1/2. Perf13 1/2. Perf'15 1/2. Perf 13 1/2. Perf13 1/2.

Perforated forgeries are considerably scarcer than imperforate specimens. This is likely because imperforates

were more valuable. Perf 15 1/2 very likely applied by someone other than Baguet.



E. Baguet Forgeries (cont.)
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Even as pairs, multiples of Baguet s Liberty Head stamps are scarcer
than multiples of the genuine. These sheets are unique. Ex Dickenson.



E. Baguet Forgeries (cont)
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Even as pairs, multiples of Baguet's Liberty Head stamps are scarcer
than multiples of the genuine. These sheets are unique. Ex Dickenson.




E. Baguet Forgeries (cont,)

Even as pairs, multiples of Baguet s Liberty Head stamps are scarcer
than multiples of the genuine. These sheets are unique. Ex Dickenson.




F. Fournier Forgeries

Distiguishing Characteristics:

1. Break in the thin colored circle line over and to the left of the “Q” of “REPUBLIQUE.”
2. Break in the thin colored circle line under the left half of the “D.”

3. Break in the thin colored circle line under and slightly to the left of the “H.”

4. Break in the thin colored circle line under the right end of the first “A” of “HAITL.”

3. Break in the thin colored circle line above the left end of the “Q.”

5. Cancelled specimens bear a forged Cap Haitien cancellation dated 13/Sept./82.

Fournier’s stock was purchased from his successor by the Philatelique Union of Geneva. In 1927, 475 Albums were
printed and numbered. Each contained a representative sampling which were imprinted “FAUX” or “FACSIMILE”
on the front or back. Albums not identical as the number of examples was not uniform. This is to be observed on por-

tions of the album pages exhibited.

Unmarked specimens, (i.e., without “FAUX” or “FACSIMILE”) came fom the Fournier stock prior to the aquisition
by the Philatelic Union of Geneva.

1881 HAITI

Proof strikes of 2 ¢ and 20c values pasted on a portion of the Fournier Album page.
Two were included in each Album.

Oblitération
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Proof strike of CDS Proof strike of 20c value with cancellation
on a portion of the Fournier Album page. pasted on a portion of the Fournier Album page.



F. Fournier Forgeries (cont,)

Genuine Genuine Genuine Genuine Genuine Genuine
Plate 1. Plate 1. Plate 1. Plate 1. Plate 1. Plate 1.

Forgeries with cancels.

Forgeries without cancels are considerably scarcer than forgeries with cancels.



F. Fournier Forgeries (cont.)

Perf13 1/2. Genuine Genuine Genuine
Perforated forgeries, with or without cancels, Plate 2, printing 2.  Plate 3. Plate 2, printing 1.

are considerably scarcer than imperforates.
Likely because imperforate stamps were more valuable.

1881 HAITI

Oblitération Surcharge

Bottom portion of Fournier Album page. Upper portion of page devoted to forgeries of British Guyana
and Hawaii. Stamps, as well as placement, varied in the individually prepared Albums.
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